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Judith and Joe: see the column from today's Buffalo News. As you
know, the PBA is working aggressively to address the concerns that
neighbors have about air quality around the Peace Bridge and we are
fully committed to being a much more environmentally sensitive
crossing. We are grateful for the partnership we have with both or your
agencies and the ongoing assistance you are providing to help us meet
our goals. Sam
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As a public interest lawyer, | worked with Tonawaraitizens
who mobilized to protect their families againstgmrous
emissions from Tonawanda Coke.

Now, a similar drama is unfolding on Buffalo’'s Westi&i as



citizens living near the Peace Bridge mobilize totgct their
families from another environmental peril: the pmisus fumes of
more than 4,000 diesel trucks and 10,000 carsiagssd idling
on the bridge daily. The drama is intensifying heseaof the
proposed expansion of the bridge plaza. And thig tithe target
of the mobilization is Gov. Andrew

M. Cuomo.

Composed predominantly of Hispanics — the nation’s
fastest-growing minority — the West Side is a ddégecommunity
of color. It endures devastating poverty. AlmosipéBcent of the
households have annual incomes of less than $2008ercent
have annual earnings less than $10,000.

The plight these citizens face is that toxic furftem existing
truck traffic have already caused them much harm.
Medicalresearchdocumentsthatfumes
fromexistingtrafficconstituteaserious health riské¢sidents,
especially the elderly and children. The Universityuffalo’s
Lung Biology Research Center found that almost thedf
households on Buffalo’s West Side reported at leastcase of
asthma or chronic respiratory illness.

Giventhehealthriskstheyface, residents are makuggdemands of
the governor, First and most important: Don’t expére plaza.
Second, direct the state’s Department of Enviroriaien
Conservation to install an air monitor, as it didlionawanda, so
that residents can monitor the dangerous toxinsdhe breathing.
Third, plant trees and shrubs, developing “gredifebzones.”
Fourth, enforce a strong anti-idling requirementeduce
emissions. Fifth, install electrification statiomsiabling truck
drivers to turn off their engines and plug intoed@ctrical source
to heat or cool their cabins while they wait.

The West Siders’ requests are fair because, althtiuge bridges
connect Canada and New York, 90 percent of thé tinadfic goes
through the Peace Bridge. Concededly, the statdsrnsstter
accommodations to process trucks.
ButresidentsofthelowerWestSidehave already borne a
disproportionate share of the health risks assedtiaith such
processing. They should not be asked to bear more.

Our governor has accomplished impressive thinggsidenart and
tough. He has national aspirations. Ignoring tlealkesing struggle



for environmental justice brewing on Buffalo’s W&stle is
something he can ill afford. And doing the politiggmart thing
— protecting those vulnerable West Siders — is Hisarigh
thing.

Stephen C. Halpern is a professor of political rsogeat the
University at Buffalo and a lawyer.

Karen E. Mahony

Empire State Development

95 Perry Street, Suite 500

Buffalo, NY 14203

716-846-8250

www.empire.state.ny.us

**New email address: kmahony@esd.ny.gov

HEHBHBHBH R BRI
# NOTE: Our email has changed to < at > esd.ny.gov #
HEHBH BB HEHEHEHEHE

kkk kkk kkk

IMPORTANT: This e-mail message and any attachments contain
information intended for the exclusive use of the individual(s) or
entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is
proprietary, privileged, confidential and/or exempt from disclosure
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any viewing, copying, disclosure or distribution
of this information may be subject to legal restriction or sanction.
Please immediately notify the sender by electronic mail or notify the
System Administrator by telephone (518)292-5180 or e-mail
(administrator@esd.ny.gov) and delete the message.

Thank you.
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q FW: Peace Bridge debate ignores vehicle emission advancements
L ;‘ 'Karen Rae', Judith Enck, rr@peacebridge.com,

—_— Hoyt, Sam to: Matthew N. Davison, Sean Ryan, Councilmember 08/15/2012 07:33 AM
Rivera - Niagara, 'Whitney Arlene Crispell',
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You have been sent the story below by sam@samhoyt.com.

Peace Bridge debate ignores vehicle emission advancements

The following message was included:

If you have trouble with this link, you can paste the following into your browser's address bar:
http://www.buffalonews.com/editorial-page/from-our-readers/letters-to-the-editor/article 10044 34.ece
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